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“At the age of 1o,” he aqaecs

" “gfter watching the wov wo

MO§CGW Nov 26.—"b'oy
two years now I have beer
waiting to do this one things
To .dissolve my .American . citi]
:zenship and beco & a cltizen off

the Soviet Unfpn.” Today 204
year-old Lee ¥ Oswald of
Fort Wor -15 Th Moscow:

He hopes he s¢ bse to his goal
© With his suﬁ""

flahnel, dark fie and tan cash
mere sweater, Lee looks ever,

bhit like Joe College. His- lif

hasn’t been that of a typica):

college boy, howeyer.

His father, an insuranc
galesman, died before Lee wa
born.” Redied in. Texas an
Louisiana, the boy spent tw
years in New Yéfk during hi

in’ the Marines,
“I did it because we wer

burden én ty mother,” he says
Later he spent 14 months as
licensed radar o Fin th
Far East. - s
L Vows He Wo eturn
In Septerﬂber, {5 three-year
hitch nearly over,’Lee was givet

the Marines. ; 1th
he’ arrived in MoseoW to Deti

tion the Suﬁreme vie} high g
':nr an- exploiter or, since there

est legislative ‘hody ~
USSR, for Sovié citizemhip
Living in Moscow’s Hotel Me
ropole on money he cgrned s

swald. waits for s

“Everl hough Ru
have tWhrned him
zénship is not -egsy
Lee @lréady refers t
vigt | Evernment a8

ernmétt”
“But gven: 1 T'm not agcepted ]
ori 1o ceount Wi 1720 bac

to.the United States? Tee says
#I.shall remain here if neces-

xary, na 4 residedt sliem™ Thdj

only thing Soviet, ofﬂc,xa]s TOW

promise is -that, Le€, ean . stay
on in Russia  regardiess . of;

whether he becomes a citizen|
Meésnwhile, ‘they're *investi
gating” the possibility of senc
ing him to a Soviet highes
technical instotute.. -

- Found Answer in Marx

What ‘brought this serious]|

boy iq

Ev1d§nﬁy, %"s a com

goft-sp

At 17 he ¢énlisted,

. ; x
] dnvironment. Then I

i Ean militarist imperialism in

| pe one of the unemployed.” .
Lee became a Marxist. Later, |

. and Negroes in the
| _was looking mm

outa,

ers are treated in New Vork
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red socialist literature.”

oncluded that, as an American, {i
xploited for cabitalist profit,|

hre many in this category, I'd,

s & Mariné Corps private in
fapan and the Philippines, he
‘had a chance to watch Ameri- ||

ction.”

A year ago, Le¢ began getting
eady to come to Russia. Using,
b Berlitz grammar, ‘he taught
himself to read and write Rus-
kian. Never, says Lee, a nice-
ooking six-footer with gray|
bves and brown hair, did hejy
tonsider deserting the Marine
Corps.

Neither Side Hasty

Does it occur to Lee thab
Boviet officials may be embar-
Fassed by his effort to become
citizen of their country at a
oment when Russie is culti-
Bod Telations with the
ates?

Russian officials,

ourage me.” They warn, how-
ver, that nelther Lee’s wish,
or theirs, will determine
hether his eltizenship applica-

,workew ‘all her life,” Lee says
“She's a good example of whaf:

happen® N | tizd

United States ” He dec]mp R ’

eizhorate.

k|

Lee was struck, in particular,i,
~ By Marx’s “Das Kapital” Hel:

141 would become either & worker | {pmploye- offthe Rand Develop-

fing at. the United States fair|
k2 Moscow's [SokpTniki Park.

i why.
Mspepk of the idealistic reasons

says Lre,lif
‘dan’t encoutrage ‘and don’t dis- |

ire to give Lee time to think!}
over, and their legal obliga-

Rion to hear &is oath renouncing
A merican cltizenship i he in- |

Lee is hitter at United -States
onsil Richard Snyder, who,
e charges, stalled him when
e asked to take the oath on

‘Ibctober 31, the only time Lee

as heen at the Embassy. As &
esult, Lee won't go back there.

Two Other“Cases
Embassy ofﬂcials admib they

lhce a bit gunshy. This is theif

hird ease of attempted defec-
jon this fall, The first,
icholas Petrulll, 38, of Valley

Stream, L. I, chan“ged hismd

ad a hlstory of mental 111nesq
The. second, Robert Edward
ebster, 80, of Cleveland, an

ent Corp., asked for, and re-
eived, Soviet. pitizenshlp after
e had spent the siimmer work-

oth Webster and Petrulli has
ad marital troubles back home.
TUnlike Webster and Petrulli,
Lee Osw§1d has never been

*i§ age-—hé just

apparently no bar to renounc-
ing his American cltizenship.
Russians come of age at 18, -

As for the ordihary Russians
he meets, do they séem sur-
prised by Lee s desire to defect?

“Well,” " says Lee, “theyre
very curiqus and they ask me
» Materialist Muscovites,
he adds, “understand when I

Ithaf hrought me here. They ask
me many quéstions about the
Bmaterial conditiofs’ of workers
fin the United States.”
Regardless of any “material
hortcomings” he sees while he’s
fhere, Lee ‘insists he will never
g0 "pack to the United States.
“Emigratioh,” "he  says, “isn’t
lessy. I don’t recommend it to
leveryone. It means coming to
a new coyniry, ‘always being
the outsider, glways having to
lagjust. But to me, my reascns
e strong and good. I believe

f a, prolonged stay in tnc‘

VedF encReleascrnClLA
tot®¥ Fmbassy In Moscow |
hey are torn between their de- i

mats why Lee won’t take
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